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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TEL AV 01960 141005 Z 
20 

ACTION NEA-12 

INEO OCT-01 ADP-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-00 

USIE-00 INRE-00 CCO-00 PM-09 H-02 INR-09 L-03 NSC- 10 

PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-14 MC-02 ACDA-19 10-12 OMB-01 

GAC-01 T-03 RSR-01 /104 W 

048507 

O 140950 Z MAR 73 

EM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7618 

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 1960 

E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, PFOR, MASS, IS 

SUBJECT: NY TIMES ON US ARMS AID TO ISRAEL 

1 . BOTH AETERNOON PAPERS MARCH 14 BANNER CITATION OF BEECHER 
ARTICLE IN NY TIMES TO EFEECT THAT PRESIDENT NIXON PROMISED 
PRIMIN MEIR SUPPLY OP 24 PHANTOMS AND 24 SKYHAWKS OVER NEXT TWO 
YEARS AND ALSO PROMISED US TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO ISRAEL IN 
LATTER' S MANUPACTURE OP A SUPER MIRAGE USING PARTS SMUGGLED OUT 
OP PRANCE. IN EXTENSIVE QUOTATIONS OP BEECHER ARTICLE, PAPERS 
SAY EXACT NUMBERS OP US AIRCRAFT TO BE PROVIDED TO ISRAEL ARE 
NOT YET WORKED OUT, BUT THAT 24:24 PIGURES WERE USED BY HIGH 
ADMINISTRATION OPPICIALS AS ILLUSTRATIVE. 

2. NEAR END OP ARTICLES IN ISRAELI PRESS, BRIEP MENTION IS 

MADE OF REPORTED STATEMENT BY DEFENSE AND DEPARTMENT OFPICIALS 
THAT THIS PROVISION OP FURTHER US ARMS ASSISTANCE SHOULD ENABLE 
ISRAEL TO BE MORE PLEXIBLE ON MIDDLE EAST SETTLEMENT ISSUES AND 
TAKE BIGGER CHANCES FOR SAKE OP PEACE. 

ZURHELLEN 
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